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The crew had combat tramnimg at Ard
more, OK, and transterred o Kearmey,
NE, on 30 June 1944 About 14 July 1044,
they departed Keamey manew B 17 By
early August the crew was Hyvmg combal
IMISSIONS,

The crew was MIA on 4 mission (@
Blechhammer in B 17 dd 6412 on 13
September 1944, Five of the crow were
capiured und five evaded captire, retum-
ing 10 duty more than sy months Later
The tollowing condensed version con-
cerming the evidees i from reconds at
Muxwell Air Force Ruse

“The plane prioted by Pyerett Robson
wirs severely dimmagod by a bomb that
exploded beneath the formution in the tar-
get aren. The damaged atrcrall, dropping

away from the Tormation, was attacked

- by four enemy fighters whivh succeeded
~in knocking down the plane. forcing the
iy .mrw 1o bal owt near Jablonka, Poland.

“On 23 March 1945 Kroschewshy,
¥ ﬂum Stermbeck and Subling returned o
&i,, ine TM three entisted men plus Hans-
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MIA POW Evadee

Everett J. Robson Crew
817th Squadron

Hometown ( 1944)
Fort Sth, AR
Pasadena, CA
Milwaukee, W

Niderland, TN
Tower Hill, Ul
! Hamburg, 1
. Hoopeston, 1
’ New Holstein, W
Lynn. MA
" San Antonmo, 1N
hitle attention to the landimg erewmen,
and as a result. the men were able to con
ceal themselves quickly to evade search
parties. Slovak border guards in the area
actually saw all of them but made no ¢f
fort at apprehension. Crew members be
lhieved that the then-current wave of pro
Allicd optimism over the breakthrough i
France explained their attitude,

“That evening the four, still scattered
about within a two- to three-mile arca,
came out of hiding and were approached
by ctvilians who offered food. By the Tl
lowing night all four had been hrought
together, and were told the Germins hid
picked up all the other crew members

“Within a few days they were brought
in contact with the Polish partisans. The
crew requested that they be turmed oves
to the Russians, but feelings between the
Poles and Russians was such that thew

request was refused.

“On 25 September the four sent a ta
dio message to Naly via the partisan ¥
dio requesting help, The response, FUUE

oed the same day, was "stay with the Pales

und find an airfield.” On 16 October the
P!Hiﬂani brought Kroschawsky to join the

- rest of th# crew, [ the meantime, 4 Cae

aadian and Koot ot the RAT had joined

th ;' JLLR

CANRDRLE
f Ovtober, and they wete again told

el o tiehd, wineh they managed to do
overal davs later, The Pates, however,
Wkl e paraid them 1o send a message
o laly wintil a partisan officer had
checked W fiekl. Thas, e \C‘Clpﬂ'd Wils -::_
never done, and the group wandered s
aboul i the Glaree section of the West $at
ek i MOwntams, never staying with any

ane Tamily more than a few days.
CIhe crew members made repeated

allorts the fotiowing Weeks 1o send a -
IR TR LA (8 lhlh hial Was UnSuUuccess-
il Bagly i January 1948, o B-24 crew
ot down on 18 December joined them.
SO TN danuary Russian planes came
avel the area on a straling mission, and
nows of & big offonsive was circulated.
Ihiee davs ater Hansler and the naviga-
e o the B0 Crew went out to con-
taet the Russians, whao had by that time
reaeied Tk A Russian patrol was
fouid at this pount and atter prehiminary
iterogation, L1 Hansler was kept with
e Rincdians as @ hostage while the other
offiver who could speak Pﬂ“ﬂ‘hmﬁ s
with & Russian colonel 10 gat lhm %
e i ;;,.; .
“On Janwary 22 the two mﬁ
. ﬁmiwl m&t‘maﬂdl&h@uf ho b
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Voscow mude arrangements, Al Nowy
Sacz they had been severely restieted,
bt after the interview the food proved
sightly and more cigareties Wele e
Russian untlorms had been piven them
o replace the rags which must ol the men
had been wearing for many months,

“Hansler had become il on 2 Febru
ary from malnutrition and was hospital
zed at Nowy Sacz. On 21 February the
hospital was moved (o another and un
vnown location, and this was the Tast time
the crew saw Lt Hansler.

“All the Americans receirved orders o
2010 Odessa on 22 February, 'The lollow:
ng day they arrived at Lwow, where they
were quartered Tor two days ina hirst eliss
hote) and then placed on a train for Kiey,
amiving there on 26 February. The neal
day they arrived at the repatiiation canip
for prisoners of war at Odessa where
ravel by boat to Naples was arranged.”

Thin news release was prepared by
public relntions al Sterparone:

o 1 Kroschewsky, a B-17 bombardier
ol the 15th A Foree, has just been ol
cinlly credited with destroying a German
it pliane six months alter the victory
ook plice. 1o substantiate his claim, Kro-
sehewsky produced a piece of the fighter
and the name and some personal duta
about the late pilot, The unigue story un
folded at his B-17 base today is as lol
lows,

“On 13 September 1944, while on
mission to destroy an important targel
deep Inenemy territory, Ll
IKioschewsky's plane was jumped by
host of German lighters, His plane was
Neously damaged, but, manning the chin
el puns, shot down an ME-109.

“A few minutes after the Nazi plane
crushed. the B-17's condition became s0
erious that the crew was obliged to bail

‘he f.;:;ru.*-ti. ithe onn

lll.h;t[li'iif (e Wit "5
T he had SIM

out. Upon hating
Dardhiet st cotded 10
ol the German fighte |
dowh. With great foresight, be hacked oA
A neal square ot the fuselage, and obtai e

Nront the dead priots papels the Nyes
which ], ¥

ape

name. and other personal data
copled down.

CALCT SN months of exCHing
e, Lt Kroschewsky returned
home base in ltaly. He wold his story.
duced the remnant of he fighter § f e
lage and information iha its pilot had
been one Captain Withedm Ekhardt, and

was officially credied with an cnenry
Bermic

liphter destroyed "By Sgt.

pro-
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Note: Kroschewsky. who went OvEer-
Don C. WooG Crew, W an
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wounded at the time
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