The Formation end hctivities of

. Missing Research and Baguiry Service
In Norw

Ihe folloving report is Gesigned to be & dlary of MR.EE.S, in
Norway. Tt includes certain noteble dates taken fraa the section records, and
Somtoins, wlso, various points thet ere thought to be of interest.

Ihree camps in Englend, Church Fenton, West Jeling end Wittering,
were being used as resetilement cemires for Ex-Prisoners of War, In Jugust 1945
N hether was passed round from Mr ¥inistry asking for vilunteers, fron these
Sus, for womk on the continent. The nature of Work vas not emdc knovm, at the
tine, to the volunteerss

volunteers reported to Adr Ministry, Cesuslty Branch, for selostion.
ey were intervienca by Group Captain Burgess who tald them the work to be dene
e renens wmether. they cbjeoted to performing exhmations end whether they hed any
Smecid Knowledge in lenguages, They were given a cholos, should Whey ve selected,
oo sountries, Germany, Demark or Norvey end then returned to their respect-

4,

w0 had been selected went again to Ar Ministry, P.b.Cas., on
26th August for two days' instruction lectures on detalls of the work, It was also
B e atuach, them to M,R.&,5.5, sections alvesiy in operation for 'field train-
nat. They were given time bo arrange personsl matters in ngland end 4014 to report
T ey s Touse, London, on 30th August for Air passage %o the contiment,

oo seotions wers %o be comprised of a comending officer and six other
officers known as 'search officers', the Norwegian section to be commanded by S/Lar.
¥ 5060y D.F.C.» Who had previously been liaison officer to the iirbom Division
in Torvay.

The six search officers were the following:=

. H.P.T, Barthropp.
¥/Tt. J. Willis-Richards.
E.L, Houghton.

. E. Dowling.
Feirbanks,
J.L.N, Cerhame

For £ic1d training the dispersal was:- the Comanding Offfcer and the
first two search officers to No. 1 seotion in Paris, the next two gearch officers
to No, 5 section in The Hague, and the last two search officers %o No, 2 section
in Brussels.

The #ie1d training lasted sbout a week during which the search officers
accompanied on investigation being carried out by the seotions on which they were.

M1 the Nerwegien section, except F/Lt. Cenham who flew straight to
Norway, returned to Englend before proceeding o Norway to form as a section.

“B/Lt, Canhem arrived in Norway on Oth September and was Joined by the
rest on 10th Septembers

Tho Norwegien section, to be No, 6, was now formed but not as & self-
contained unit, being attached to 88 Group Heed Juartors Unit, R.A.F. Oslo, It was
this Group that retarded our progress so much in the initiel stages of settlement
in Norway. The first instance of inefficiency was noticed when we discovered that
no arrangements had been made for office accammodation for us elthough 88 Group
had been advised to mske such arrangements before our arrivels -

Tventually offices were found on the fourth floor of Friedjof Nansens
Flass 5, sufficient in size but completely lacking furniture. By raiding other
empty wbfices, desks and chairs were found and also  certain amount of stationary.
e umericans gave us some old German file covers, and we ‘scquired' a typewriter.
After some hunting a key vas found for one of the doors, this being in the form of
& removesble door-handls, camplete security being cbtained by locking he ofher
doors on the inside, The rooms We hed comprised a C,0.'s office, search officers!
ufr!t‘;_L:Je., clg;rl;'s ef{i;:e, v}sitﬂr!‘ roam and & store rocm, into which we threw certain
articlés of fu s 1t sew iss last days, Office hours w
with those of other British units in Cslo. A EElersia T Rl

The section was now ready to start taking an interest in its proper work.
Before our errivel in Norway, 88 Group hed been instructed to collect, through its
Intelligence Cfficers, any information relating to our work. The results of this had
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been collected ot 88 Group H.0. The S,I.0. tg Pile was baken over, perused,
and broken into our own files, Bach incident, date, location or eircraft crash,
was the subject of a file. Tt was inevitable, of course, that at @ later stage
many of these files would become emal gamated. o

Tt is interesting to note here that we had no clerks and none of wes
used to office work, However the only point that reelly puzzled us was sort of
reference number vie should have for our files, Bearing in mind the apparently vast
acoumilation of figures and letters conteined in reference numbers that ve met
7o decided to include our service, our work, our section mumber, file number and year
of opening the file, And so, for file No. 1 we arrived ati-

RAF/ARES/6/1/450

There were suggestions for including otber information such as 'N'
for Narway, the location of the sccident ‘eto, but that would have been trespassing
on the ridioulous and wes fimly Giscouraged. At a later stage, of course, We wWere

50
o opening of Tiles progressed at an astouniing Tate, the first two
undred or 8o being done by 8/Ldr, Boott t. Cenham, it being a two man
Job. Tt was this continuous sssooiation With the fles that ensbled S5/Ldr. Scott
ot sve the basic knowledge that proved o be of such value %o him in the

ficent work he gid for the section at s later stage.

o in Oatover that same clerks arrived. This much needed 21d speed=
ed up the typing snd brought same sort of oxder into the correspondence. 4 system
O e ani for each casuslty wes started, and was helped, by & £ile in date
order of scoidents, to fom a oross reference system.

esamodation 4n Oslo was in the various flets and hotels requigitioned
by the British, and was coafortable.

Troniort was a problem. 08 Group would give us no help, and uf O
4oansport was on its way out from Englend, we thought, Ve sonehoy managed o Ob-
e Antiquated vericles which survéved the journey, a fov Lines rrom the
fotels to the office and back, Lmobilisstion vas effected by the removal of the
gosr Lever, and the back seat usually seen o contain 1Jerry' cens full of vater,
ihis being far more in demand than petral.

Group Gaptedn Burgess visited the section and wes Hlessed with the
formation, ae ar a8 1t hed gone, He said that he would hurry the arrival of the
‘raneport as it was neoessary to cover as much ground as possible before winter
B in 14 Deing thought that Quring the winter months travel would be impossitle
O il ‘section would be moved, temporarily, to Gemeny to help with the work
there,

With the transport we had, a few local enquiries were carried out. Soa,
however, an arcangement was made Whereby our own transport would e sent back t0
Boglend, without being wiloaded fran the ships, and ve were ¢ have six Chevrolet
e ftile from 88 Croup. This exchangs was not made officlal &l August 1946+

'un o6 operation was now made out, It wes started by search officers

re was, 5 owing

asount of ahipping strikes csrried out on convoys, €0 be the most profitatle area
n Norvay.

Except in the vieinity of Oslo, trips had to be of a week, or more,
Guration, at least two days ‘being spent in ‘travelling, it being impossible to
o ons than 25 map.h, on the Rornegian roals, Loosl bases had to be srrenged
by the search officers st their destinstions, vhere elso they made their ovy
nrgangwents for M,T. repairs and accommodation. Petrol was drewn from any British
Unit that might still be in the district, or, failing that, from o Torwegian unite

Before leaving Oslo search officers would meke notes of the cases that
they were to investigate, the files ‘being retained in the office, If immediate cont-
e eith the office pecems mecessary telephone Was used, it being possible to tele-
phone from practically anywhere in Nortays

onter became o hindérence sbout the end of November. Long distence
road travel Was thought unwise and slow, a simpler method of reaching a plece
Teing to send the transport by rail, the search officer fallowing by reil elso.
Only short runs could be made fram the temporary bases

On top of the information taken over from 88 Group we were now receiv-
ing enswers to a ciroular letter that had been passed round 4o authorities such
25 the police, Lensmemn (the squivalent of a sherdff or meyor of a town or vil-
lage), and the Milorg (= name derived fram Mlitary Organisation, the Norve-
gian underground movenent). Also, some answers were being received to advertise-
Dents &n the papers and on the radic, The response vas not great bub it mas scmething
i which %o stert. However when this information was followed search officers came
20r0ss 10ts of other incidents, It beosme apparent that we had arrived in fhe
imiey 200 late as most of the snguirics led fo same Ceman or Quisling who had
‘been removed, Scme of these informants were %raced and interrogated, but the results
vere not, on the vhole, of any great help, Some cases were sclved purely by scaning
the collective reports held in the offices
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Where it wuu necessary to do an exhmation, German labour proved to be
the est, 1t Teing, in the true Gemen style, thoroughs

1o irdercsting, at this point, o mention en incident that occurred
in the ox“fice in Odlo.

ihen the papers were taken over from 88 Group Sn!elllg:nce, smongst other
things was & tin bop, sealed, measuring about 2f%,x 178X 126 It hed ome fo 8
Group under the lable 'Personsl effects of Group Oeptein Surplice’, and ad beon
Gent by a Norvegian Officer, It vas placed in the souvemire cugboard im our office
e o Lime- as & report on the ficcident came to be sent to Tondon The report
e eon risten and, before despatoning the box fo P.k.Cas., it was decided to
apen 3% 4o extract any irrelevant pepers and to list the content. A tin opener was
wnd and ihe contents inspected, The 'effects' proved to be very personal for we
ruuna = hand, & part of o pelvis and a portion of leg bone, An immediste signal was
sent to London acking for any previous reoords of buriel of this officer. The first
zeply O iheed that there was mo record of a 'Group Captain Hurplice'. A further signal
was sent pointing out the correct neme and when it wes o erneg that ke had not been
baried anyvhere previously, funersl vas arranged, Ue Was buried in Vestre Graviund,
Oslo, on 6+.h Tovember.

her British units in Norway were using requisitioned ex-German ca
ol 5s the Ghevralets were not too suitable for our task, we scquired some o these.
Teom ihe Norwegien Air Force We borroved interpreters, sergeants, snd so set to
Temte the I properly.

e in any other ceuntry, the Norwegian roads are very tricky, being of
poor siitans ce, marrow, winding end ot On one occasion & car was driven for three
Tours wish the doors’ open simpl]fy Bhie exit which wes Peared enevitebly to oame.

York Was delayed  114¢Te when me had to move to Torvgaten 17, Fifth floor, |
a5 our offices Were needed by the Norvegians, A little later again ve were mov
o the seventh fToor in the same building, Both these locations Were of adequate
size, and sufficently furnished.
erks never seemed to stay with us for very long, which was inconvemient
s when ong had dust learnt the routine he disappeared. Cn 22nd November We had at-
tached to ua_, trun 88 croup, F/Sgt. Ledger, who proved to be a big asset.
Barthropp was offered a Job s a test-pilot and he, Sogether with
F/Lite Fairbunk: Who wanted to return bo Englend, left the sec ion cn 27th November,
Ohr stuas Leave to England Was taken by most of the seotion, ¥/Lt. Houghton
o0k 1ocal leave in Norway, his wife being Norwegien, and F/Lt. Canham, being engaged
on & big job in Stavanger, vere the only two excoptions with rogard to ‘the officers.
F/tt. Dowling married a Norwegien girl on 2ud Jenuary, and left the section
for England on 15th Yenuary,
The section was now reduced to the 0.C. a.nd ’chree search officers but as

the new policy was to reduce sll sections % arch officers it only meent
e Aerivel o one new man. This proved to e B/b om, asserly who joined us on
12th Yeroh,

6 section was now known as No, 1k section, and came under Yo, 3 Unit
Headquarters which was situated at Babiecs in Domark, This did not affect our
proceduze a5 we hed instructions to vork airect with P.).0Cas

r. Soott travelled vo Yo 3 Unit on 6th Jarch to attend a confere
and returned to Oslo on 18th With W/Cdr, Alder. A dimer vas arranged at the Bruuol
Hotel with a1l officers preum‘.

On 5th April, S/Ldr, Brinsden, 0,C, of one of the Demmark sections,
visited Norway, staying for a fev dsys.

next visit was from both G/Opt. Hmins and w/ca,-. Alder. They arrived

om L5th April, Onos sgatn » dimes was arrange at the Bristol R

Soming o Tebter requesting the of mg. stficers for pramotion, A
Huugbtnn -na ¥illis-Richards Wwere promoted and sent to Germany, They Ters us on 1%" =

e again the strength had dropped below full, but it Was brought up ag:

by the arrivel of F/Lts Kubisk, Marcher end Sercambe, The first tWo came fran e
4 Denish section, ¥/Lt» Serouibe's position was rather vague and he fell into the
roll of Imprest ﬂnld:

i o the need to Bp!eﬂ up the work in Norway, two seotions that had
finished in D:nmark were sent to The country was to be dévided into three parts,
a Northern Zone, a Western Zons uu} the Southern Zone. Each zone was to have its
:iml-n ‘headcuarters bu& all acrrespmxdeme would come through Oslo, £11 the original
mis were kept in Vslo and copies were supplied to the new sections as they pessed

The first of these sections, No, 17, errived on 5th lay, commanded by S/Ldr,
Rideal. fhey travelled fo Dergen, their K., by rail and took w cooemotation ok
Bergen Zees Flass, 13, lasing with LK.V (Lot fowmand Togt)n

e arrivel of the new sections saw a change in work areas for Ne, sec-
tion, who had headquarters at Oslos w
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With reference to the attached map, the blue bordered area was ‘that
covered by No, i seotion. This wes again sub-divided into areas for each search
officer. Rogaland and part of Vest-igder for 7/Lt. Kubiek, the other pm of Vest—
Agder, Aust-Agder and Telemark for F/O Casserly, the Southern halves of Oplend and
Hedmark with the Northern half of Akershus for ¥/Lt. l.arch.er, and the Southern helf
of Akzrshus, Vesttdlﬂ, fistfold end Buskerud for F/Lt. Canhem,

ibiak Uperuted from Stavanger, F/O Casserly from Kristiansand and

the other twn frcm 08l
W/Car. Alder ‘once again visited Norway on 30th May, bringing with him

1iss Heilbuth, an interpreter, from Demmark, She became officially attached to us
on 22nd ay.

29th May saw a change i comand of the section for >/Idr. smt
was ]ea‘nng for demobilisation, The :ection was sorry to see hi ‘buil’
the ‘eotion up from the start, and was 1iked by all. However, on §o4 Sane we were

comanded by an officer who knew the type of Work to be done and had a knowledge
of the country, for S/I.dr. Houghtcn returned fran Germany to take over.
second of 1] 0 new sections, No, 13, commanded by S/I.d Young,

arrived on 3rd June, Fe ook Tae mction. steateht thiough vo Trordhien vhers. they
ound offices at Kuhgaten A and liaised with L.K.T. (Luft Komuando T‘x‘onﬂelag)
/Cpt. Faviins, once again scoompanied by W/Cdr. Alder paid his nd
visit to the section on 21st June, An informel e ven;\.ng e he1a b the Botel o
tinental, which Was ow the Tritish Foraes Orflorrs! Meas,
Kithough Southern Norwsy had, end was being, covered there wes still a
very large area to be done, This was the pert fram about Narvik round the North of
Tt couniey ihoough Timmerk o the Ruseian bordcr, It was decided that this sres
should be covered by two men. One of these was S/Ldr. Rideal; whose section at Der-
gen had moved out on 28th June, and the other man was F/Lt., Brocks from the Trond-
hjem section. The two started off on 5th July.
F/0 Casserly left for demobilisation in England on 12th July. Reulace—
zonts were 1o Longer to be sent to us as the new policy Was to reduce the humbers
to & bare minimm. W/Gdr. B":\nmen, who had taken over No. 3 unit frnm
oo i aee, come’ to Nepeay ca 3w July 1o’ make arrangements for tie clo
dom process, It was decided to leave those of No. 1l section who were 601 there,
F/Lt.” Sercoube being due to leave on 3rd September, and a few clerks. Surplus trans-
Port Was to be sent to Demmark when no longer required.

No. 13 section left Norvay on 28th July and were fdllowed on 30th July
by four of our Chevralets, which Were sent by sea to Gopenhagens The drivers and
T.N.T8 fallowed on Lst Kgust mosting the vahieles at the other end. The same

&y F/Lts Kubiak and Yarcher left for Demmark.
W/Car. Morgan fran To, L Unit Femburg ceme to Norway on a brief visit on
15th hugust.
The far north trip had been campleted and S/Ldr, Rideal arrived in Oslo
on 27%h Auguste
3rd September sew the departure of F/I.t‘ Sercombe and Miss Heilbuth, som
after, on 7th Sepzmbar, F/Lt. Brooks arrived in Oslo after having completed
work by flloving a trail into Srondhjem Mo dsys later he was sent to Bk Okns 59
peruse the Tiles here s sy bo clear &P ooz OuEStenting casess
er and oux other raris 107t fon Ustersen, mear Hamburg, where
the unit had now moved on 23rd September, Arrengements Were mede so that they could
arive e yfo remsining Chovralets threugh Sveden and Dermar
Brocks returned fram London on 19th September and left for No. 3
wnit on }Oth September
Conham left for No, 3 unit on 2nd October, and the last remaining
member ui' tm seoticn, S/Ldr. Houghton, who Wae returning to New Zealand, left on
9th Ootober,
The close of the section saw a cabinet of 537 files involving 2074 persomnel.
45 o foot mote to the shove history there are one or two points of inter-
ests Firstly, we had a very close liaison with the G.,R,U, section in Norway, No, 38,
Their offices vere a few doors from ours and we pooled a 10t of information.
111 our hotel bills eto, Were paid by a Normegian authority known as
District Kommendo Sstfold, or D.E.,
In the later stege 'smeeps’ were made rather than fallow specific enquiries.
dn average 'oweep! would invelve sbout 2,000 mls.
gian vorking hours are Fram 9

normal Norwe, m 111 3 pom. This peou-
Lartty hindored o6 a grest dcdl ot Limes,
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